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Media 
affects 
body 
image

Whether it be the #thighgap 
or #swole fad, or embracing who 
people are, everyone is in a con-
stant battle with what society’s 
standards for the ideal human 
body are. The message one of-
ten gets is that the truly happy 
human must look like Jess Day 
from New Girl in a dress, or have 
the stamina of Jesse Pinkman in 
Breaking Bad. 

This conflict is primarily seen 
in high schoolers, with over 50 
percent of them convinced that 
society pressures them to change 
their body image. The media sets 
the standard on how the ideal hu-
man should look.

With almost 98 percent of 
teenagers watching television na-
tionwide, this standard becomes 
more engraved in people’s minds. 

“I think the media has project-
ed certain images of what kinds 
of people we should be, instead of 
encouraging us to celebrate who 
we are,” said senior, Kaitlin Scott. 
“No one can reach their full po-
tential if they are constantly try-
ing to fit an image of something 
they are not.” 

Many might think they are 
alone in this situation, but in real-
ity, Stages of Life reports that 20 
percent of high schoolers, males 
and females, are “rarely” or “nev-
er” happy with their body im-
age. This mentality, if not cured, 
could lead to mental illness such 
as depression or eating disorders 
which seems to be a recurring is-
sue in the high school scene.

The O’Gorman counselors 
have taken a stronger stance to 
help prevent students from fall-
ing into this position, through 
either meetings or the Helpline.  
“Body image is one more pressure 
students pile on,” says counselor 
Mrs. Kelly Jones. “We are al-
ways open to students or peers to 
talk about the situation through 
meeting or the peer relations 
page.”

To schedule a meeting with a 
counselor, contact the Counsel-
ing Office.

Blue Ribbon awarded
O’Gorman High School was 

named one of 48 National Blue 
Ribbon Schools on Sept. 30, 
making it the only school in 
South Dakota to have received 
the award three times.

The National Blue Ribbon 
program has been in place since 
1982. O’Gorman first won the 
award in 1985 and again in 2005. 

Seniors Luke Miller and Gra-
ham Sudenga were selected to 
deliver the announcement to the 
students at an assembly on Tues-
day, Sept. 30

“I feel honored to attend 
O’Gorman,” said Miller. “Every-
one supports each other and we 
deserve to be recognized for it.”

The National Blue Ribbon 
Program awards public and pri-
vate schools based on outstand-
ing academics and success in 
closing achievement gaps among 
student subgroups. The award 
is given to affirm the efforts of 
students, educators, families and 
communities in providing aca-
demically challenging schools. 

Principal Kyle Groos and as-
sistant principal Joan Mahoney 
assembled the Blue Ribbon ap-
plication, which must contain 

five years worth of data and a 
narrative describing the school’s 
academics, activities, use of tech-
nology and facilities. Groos and 
Mahoney spent approximately 
40 hours over three months fill-
ing out the application.

“We wanted to do it right,” 
said Groos. “We had to give 
them a snapshot of O’Gorman 
without them having to walk 

through our doors.”
The Blue Ribbon award 

will be presented in Wash-
ington D.C. on Nov. 10-11. The 
O’Gorman staff selected Jane 
Bradfield to represent the school 
at the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion recognition ceremony.  

The school will receive a Na-
tional Blue Ribbon School flag 
and plaque.  Bradfield will also 

attend networking sessions to 
meet with educators from across 
the country and U.S. Depart-
ment of Education officials. 

“O’Gorman High School is in-
deed a very special place and I’m 
blessed to be a part of it,” said 
Bradfield. “To be one of 48 high 
schools in the nation to be recog-
nized as a Blue Ribbon School is 
a remarkable achievement.”

School celebrates 
good driving habits 
with online contest

Former Catholic elementary 
school principal becomes 
academic services teacher

This year O’Gorman High 
School particpated in the Cel-
ebrate My Drive contest pow-
ered by State Farm. Last year, 
O’Gorman received a $25,000 
grant for being in the top 90 
schools.

“In this day and age people 
are less aware of what they’re 
doing and more distracted while 
they’re driving,” said senior Ky-
lie Lamberty. “It is causing way 
more harmful situations. To 
me it’s really important to have 
people realize this, especially 
with having a younger brother 
who plays outside all the time.  
I couldn’t imagine having some-
thing happen to him from dis-
tracted driving.”

The top ten grand prize win-
ners receive a $100,000 grant, 
with the top two receiving a 

concert from Grammy Nomi-
nated The Band Perry, and the 
bottom 90 receive $25,000. This 
means the top 100 schools with 
the most commitments share in 
a total of $3.25 million in grants. 

“Celebrate My Drive shows 
solidarity,” said theology teach-
er Michelle Shields.  “It brings 
together the students, the alum-
ni and the community.”

Last year more than 6.3 mil-
lion safe driving commitments 
were made in support of  high 
schools across the United States 
and Canada.

“I think it’s really cool that 
we took this opportunity again 
to make money for our school,” 
said senior Lauren Weber. 

Supporters had the chance 
to help by making a safe driv-
ing commitment on behalf of 
O’Gorman High School once a 
day during national teen driver 
safety week, Oct. 15-24.

This year O’Gorman wel-
comes back a familiar face to the 
Sioux Falls Catholic Schools.

Katie Kerkvliet, formerly the 
principal of St. Katharine Drex-
el, now resides at O’Gorman as 
an academic services teacher. 
With five years of principal 
experience and nine years of 
teaching experience, Kerkvliet 
is not new to offering academic 
aid.

Being able to offer academic 
aid at O’Gorman High School is 
an opportunity Kerkvliet appre-
ciates.

“I am grateful that we can 
tie our faith into everything we 
do,”  said Kerkvliet. “There is 
such a family atmosphere in our 
strong, united community, and 
our excellence in academics and 
activities is top-notch.”

The switch from principal to 
academic services teacher was 
ideal. 

“I’ve always enjoyed work-
ing with students with special 
needs and decided I would try 
high school,” said Kerkvliet. 
“When I decided to go back to 
teaching, there was no doubt in 
my mind that I wanted to stay 
part of SFCS not only because of 
the faith aspect, but because of 
the community and excellence 
in all that we do.”

Liesel Julsrud
Activies Co-Editor

Abby Baka
Entertainment Editor

Samantha Lenz
Opinion Editor

Shreya Chandran
Activities Co-Editor
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The senior class celebrates O’Gorman winning the Blue Ribbon award with a balloon release.  School 
representative Jane Bradfield will accept the award in Washington, D.C.

Katie Kerkvliet
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Campus Ministry Events 
and Christian Service

Nov 18 – Serving breakfast at The Banquet

Nov 23-25 – Thanksgiving canned food drive

Dec 1-12 – Advent Angel Tree

Dec 9 – Service hours are due 
               for theology classes
 
Nov 12 – FCA night

Nov 13-15 – Seminary Visit

Nov 15 – Diocesan Youth Conference 
                 in Brookings

Nov 21-23 – SEARCH retreat

Dec 3 – Stu Co/FCA ginger bread 
               house building

Thanksgiving 
celebrated 
across nation

For most Americans Thanks-
giving Day is a  day to celebrate 
family unity. Besides the tradi-
tional get-together and the big 
meal, there is also a religious 
meaning to this holiday. 

“My family lives across the 
United States. Thanksgiving is 
the day that we all come togeth-
er,” said senior Lizzie Pollard. 
“It’s exciting to see how my little 
cousins grow since the last time I 
saw them.”

Every year Thanksgiving is 
celebrated on Nov. 27. Origi-
nally, pilgrims gathered to give 
thanks to God for the abundance 
of the harvest in the new world. 
Although Thanksgiving is not a 
day of obligation on the Catholic 
calendar, the liturgical calendar 
of the church celebrates it with 
readings from the Old and New 
Testament with symbolic mean-
ing. This is why Catholics are en-
couraged to celebrate Thanksgiv-
ing with a deep sense of prayer, 
gratitude and joy. 

“Thanksgiving is important to 
me because it’s time to grow clos-
er to your family and friends by 
giving thanks for all you have re-
ceived,” said senior Taryn Kloth.

O’Gorman students and staff  
get into the spirit of Thanksgiv-
ing by celebrating Mass. After-
ward students from each grade 
give a speech dedicated to some-
thing they are thankful for this 
season. Often the speeches are 
focused around school, friends, 
family and faith. 

“I think it was really cool to 
represent the freshman class,” 
said junior Alex Anderson who 
gave the Thanksgiving speech 
two years prior. “People actu-
ally cared about what I had to 
say, like they didn’t think I was a 
complete goon.”

With Black Friday being the 
day after Thanksgiving, students 
often get sidetracked forgetting 
the true meaning of the holiday. 

“You need to give thanks with 
your family,” said senior Karl Sh-
lanta. “We have so much to be 
thankful for.” 

The O’Gorman Thanksgiving 
Mass will be held on Wednesday 
Nov. 26. 

Seminary invites students 
to visit, explore vocation

This November male stu-
dents who are 16 and older have 
the opportunity to visit the St. 
John Vianney Seminary at the 
University of St. Thomas.  Stu-
dents will have the chance to 
explore the seminary and visit 
with current seminarians.

“My goal for this visit is that 
all the men who go would wit-
ness the joy the seminarians 
have in living out their voca-
tion,” said campus minister Jon-
athan Konz. “The seminarians of 
our diocese are some of the most 
fully alive people you will ever 
meet.  They are actively engaged 
in finding out why they are here.  
It’s because of their focused pur-
suit of Christ and God’s will in 
their lives that they are becom-
ing more fully themselves and 
more fully alive.”

Father Shaun Haggerty also 
stated that a goal of the visit is to 
show how the seminarians lived.

“I want to normalize the 
priesthood and seminary life.  
Many misconceptions are out 
there,” said Haggerty.

One student planning on go-
ing on the visit is senior Luke 
Miller.

“I’m going to help discern 
whether or not I’m called to 

someday be a priest,” said Miller. 
“It’ll be fun to hang out with fun 
people and learn more about the 
seminary process.”

The visit will last from Nov. 
13-15.  Haggerty and Konz will 
chaperone the students during 
the visit.  Haggerty is in charge 
of the visit as he is the vocations 
director.

Senior Karl Shlanta is anoth-
er student who is planning to go 
on the visit.

“It’ll be good to learn more 
about the seminary,” said Shlan-
ta. “I’m going to treat this a lot 

like a college tour.”
Konz also said that the trip 

will be treated more like a col-
lege visit than anything else.

“Going on this visit isn’t a 
commitment to the priesthood; 
it’s just like any other college 
visit,” said Konz. “It’s an oppor-
tunity to explore the vocation 
Christ may be calling you to.”

Another visit is scheduled for 
Dec. 4-6 to St. Mary’s Universi-
ty of Minnesota.  There will be 
another visit in the spring, but 
plans for that are not finalized 
as of yet.

Cheyenne Chontos
Editor-in-Chief

Samantha Lenz
Opinion Editor
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Several boys meet Thursday morning for Guy’s Group.  The boys 
will have the opportunity to visit the St. John Vianney Seminary 
Nov. 13-15.

“It’s a time 
to grow closer 
to your family 
and friends.”
- Taryn Kloth
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Boston Bauer returns a kick against Yankton on Sept. 26. The Knights are 5-3 headed into the playoffs.

As the regular football season 
came to a close and state playoffs 
began, the Knights football team 
proved themselves as strong 
contenders.

 The season has consisted of 
a 5-3 record, which put them 
fourth seeded for the playoffs.  

“We felt pretty confident go-
ing into the playoffs,” said senior 

defensive back Mitchell Jarding. 
“Playoffs are basically a new sea-
son and we have to forget about 
what has happened and come 
with a new attitude, so seeding 
isn’t that important.” 

The Knights have won every 
away game during the season, 
yet have shown a struggle to 
pull through in the home games. 
Home games were more difficult 
though due to the fact that they 
faced tougher opponents.

The team has also shown a 
struggle to keep up with their 
opponent during the second half 
of the game. 

“We really only play halves, 
rather than the entire game 
which is why we get caught up 
and make mistakes,” said Jard-
ing.

The Knights opened their 
playoff run against Aberdeen 
Central on Oct. 27 at McEne-
aney Field.

The O’Gorman Lady Knights 
volleyball team has continued 
their winning ways from last 
year, earning a 23-4 record as of 
press time with all of their losses 
coming to out of state teams. 
The team won the state title last 
season and is looking to do the 
same this year.

“We still try and focus on one 
match at a time and never look 
past the next match we play,” 
said head coach Julie Kolbeck. 
This discipline has been a key 
to the Lady Knights success this 
season against top opponents.

This feeling has perme-
ated through the program, from 
coaches down to the players.

“Our coaches tell us that you 
have to come out hard for every 
single game because everyone is 
trying to beat you,” said senior 
libero Katie Kunkel.

The team’s experience in 
high pressure tournament games 
is expected to help them as the 
season progresses through high-
er stakes matches.

“There is always pressure 
that you put on yourself,” said 
Kolbeck. “Pressure is good and it 
keeps you on your toes, helping 
you compete at a high level.”

This has helped the team in 
their preparations for the post-
season.

“We’re kind of used to the 
stressful situations,” said Kun-
kel. “Our coaches prepare us re-
ally well.”

Kolbeck credits senior lead-
ership as a key to this season’s 
success, along with the close-
ness of the team overall.

“When things aren’t quite 
right, they’re the first ones to call 
the group on it,” said Kolbeck.

District action began Tues-
day, Nov. 4 and continues to-
morrow, Nov. 8.

Lady Knights roll 
through season, 
set for title run

Knights struggle in home games, 
enter playoffs as title contender

Chemistry 
on tennis 
team earns 
another title

The O’Gorman Lady Knights 
tennis team earned their eighth 
straight state title on Oct. 11 in 
Rapid City.

This year’s team had chem-
istry from their experience and 
relationships off the court.

“We were close overall as 
a team,” said head coach Don 
Barnes.

Sidney Brower and Morgan 
Brower displayed this chemistry 
as the sister duo won the flight 
one state doubles title.

“I liked it because I could 
talk with her on the court,” said 
Morgan Brower. “We played 
together before, and we played 
well together.”

Competitive cheer 
scraps through Metro, 
Brandon competitions

The O’Gorman Lady 
Knights competitive cheerlead-
ing team intends to have a re-
peat of last year’s finish, as be-
ing one of the five sports to win 
a state championship title. 

During the Brandon Valley 
Invite, the team experienced 
some technical difficulties re-
sulting in a third place finish. 

“I feel like we knew what 
we had to do to win, and it 
just didn’t happen for us at this 
competition,” said senior Ken-
zie Fischer. “But we’re already 
determined on pulling through 
by the end of this year.”

At the Metro Conference 
competition, the Lady Knights 
competed against the three 

other Sioux Falls high schools. 
While there, the team was able 
to take first place only by a 
margin of one point. 

“It was good timing to get 
back on top,” said senior Kayley 
Welch. “It gave us a good con-
fidence boost with state being 
the next competition.”

Between the O’Gorman 
Knights, Washington Warriors 
and Roosevelt Rough Riders 
the finish is expected to be any-
one’s game. 

“Our routine is solid and 
there hasn’t been any team win-
ning consistently,” said senior 
Rachel Hickman. “I think it’s 
all going to be about who wants 
it most that day.”

The state cheerleading com-
petition was held on Sat. Oct 25 
in Watertown. 
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Alyssa Weidler passes the ball past Aberdeen Central defenders. 
The Lady Knights finished second place in class AA.

On Oct. 11 the Lady Knights 
soccer team played their last 
game of the season in the state 
tournament.  The Knights lost 
3-1 against Lincoln High School.

“We played hard all season,” 
said team captain and senior Ky-
lie Lamberty. “We worked well 
together to possess the ball, and 
we had strong defense.”

The Lady Knights faced a 

challenge this season that is not 
unusual for sports – injuries.  
The team in total had three torn 
ACLs, two concussions, and a 
few ankle injuries.

“Our schedule was tough, 
and we didn’t have much rest 
between games,” said coach 
Ryan Beier. “We had enough 
good players to step in to posi-
tions and compensate.”

The final record for the Lady 
Knights this season was 11-3-1.

Lady Knights soccer earns 
second in state, battles 
through multiple injuries

Samantha Lenz
Opinion Editor

Cheyenne Chontos
Editor-in-Cheif

Nate Sotebeer
Sports Editor

Liesel Julsrud
Activities Co-Editor

Nate Sotebeer
Sports Editor
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The magazine drive is an 
annual event that O’Gorman 
holds. This event allows stu-
dents to raise money for the 
school and school-related ac-
tivities. Some students go out 
and sell magazine subscrip-
tions to family and friends, 
while others simply make a do-
nation to the school. 

“The students try to work 
very hard for the main goal 
which is overflowing with 
lavish prizes,” said theology 
teacher Ms. Michelle Shields. 
However those prizes must re-
main a surprise until the maga-
zine drive kicks off.

Last year, upperclassmen 
received open campus and 
lunch privileges while under-
classmen were able to have a 

full lunch period. Prizes also 
included dress down days ev-
ery Monday through Easter. 

Most students want to have 
some of the same prizes but 
also get some newer and better 
prizes to create a bigger incen-
tive.  “We should use some of 
the same prizes but also change 
them for the better,” said junior 
Noah Bell. 

The students are excited 
for the magazine drive and for 
all of the prizes that come with 
it. “The Magazine drive is a fun 
way to come together and raise 
money for the school,” said se-
nior Kate Cartwright. 

 From the money raised 
during the fundraiser, 40 per-
cent goes to O’Gorman and 20 
percent of the magazine sales 
go to particular organizations 
that students list. The main 
goal for this year is $120,000.

After a rough start in Mar-
shall, Minn. at the beginning 
of the season, O’Gorman High 
School’s marching band bounced 
back quickly, placing second in 
Luverne and Brandon.

They went on to host and 
march as an exhibition band at 
the Festival of Bands on  Oct. 4, 
along with Lincoln, Washington 
and Roosevelt. 

“A lot of us felt like that was 
our best performance so far in the 
year,” said senior Sam Lacasse. 

With the start of a new sea-
son and the arrival of new direc-
tor Ben Koch, the band worked to 
adapt with new changes. 

“Band chemistry was a bit 
rough in transition between di-
rectors, but by the end of the sea-

son, things were much more ef-
ficient and fluid,” said Lacasse. “I 
thought Mr. Koch did a great job 
this year and I think he’ll get even 
better in shaping future years.” 

“We focused on relearning 
the fundamentals of marching 
band which ended up helping us 
improve overall, and in every as-
pect,” said senior Anna Andrews. 
“It was challenging transition-
ing with a new director who has 
a different way of doing things 
than most of us were used to, but 
O’G did great this year. ” 

The band placed second in 
Orange City, Iowa in addition to 
winning Best Drumline. In their 
final competition at the Quad 
State Tournament in Vermillion, 
they narrowly placed second by 
only 0.2 points. 

Band members have high 
hopes for future seasons. 

“I really mean it when I say 
that I think our band will be able 
to compete with Roosevelt and 
Brandon in a couple of years, if 
the underclassmen keep up the 
hard work,” said Lacasse. 

Lacasse also noted that 
O’Gorman’s band found it chal-
lenging to compete with several 
schools’ extensive prop resourc-
es. 

“I would really love to see our 
march-for-fun band beat them for 
a change,” said Lacasse.
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Students are abuzz at 
O’Gorman with the arrival of 
this year’s German exchange stu-
dents.

 Many students, including 
Jorden Anderson, a freshman in 
German I, were eager to meet 
them. 

“I was excited to meet the ex-
change students, and I hope to 
maybe make some friends among 
them during their time here,” said 
Anderson. 

In the past, these exchanges 
have been organized by Kristin 
Kuchenbecker, but since her de-
parture, this responsibility has 

fallen upon the new German in-
structor, Saskia Edwards. 

 “We held a potluck for the 
German students for when 
they arrived,” said Edwards. 
O’Gorman is participating in 
the exchange program through 
the German American Partner-
ship Program (GAPP), which 
was arranged through the U.S. 
Department of State. This will be 
O’Gorman’s fifth year exchanging 
with Germany.

 Every other summer, select 
O’Gorman students go to Germa-
ny to see the German culture as 
well. When the select O’Gorman 
students visit Germany, they vis-
it many places in Germany and 
surrounding countries. 

The exchange students, who 
are here from Oct. 20 to Nov. 8, 
will follow their host “Sibling” 
to the host’s classes while at 
O’Gorman. 

This has many students ex-
cited, like Daniel Stork, a senior. 
Stork has been involved in Ger-
man for several years and is cur-
rently in German IV. 

While not participating as 
a host student this year, he was 
excited to meet the exchange 
students. “I met a lot of them 
last year, and I looked forward 
to meeting them this year,” said 
Stork. He found himself prepar-
ing for their arrival. “I was prac-
ticing German more, especially 
speaking in German.”

Marching season closes 
with high hopes for future

Christopher Vaska
Staff Writer

Exchange students arrive in Sioux Falls
experience American, Midwest culture

Marisa Moser
Staff Writer

School welcomes
SDSU graduate
as newest member
of language dept.
Cheyenne Chontos
Editor-in-Chief

A new German teacher was 
introduced to the O’Gorman 
world language department 
this fall.  Saskia Edwards, a 
South Dakota State University 
graduate and German native, 
has her bachelor’s degree in 
German along with an endorse-
ment for English as a second 
language and a minor in health 
education.

“So far this year has been 
busy but good,” said Edwards. 
“Everyone [at O’Gorman] has 
been very kind and support-
ive.”

Students have so far been 
positive about the new addi-
tion to the department.

“Frau Edwards is really 
good with the class,” said soph-
omore Tom Fritz. “She’s really 
nice.”

Senior Brett Duffek also 
said he is happy to have Ed-
wards as a teacher.

“She brings a lot of energy 

and a new perspective to class,” 
said Duffek. “She’s also really 
easy to approach, which I think 
is a great quality for a teacher.”

Along with leading 
O’Gorman’s International Club 
and teaching German Edwards 
is also in charge of the three 
week German exchange stu-
dent program.

“I’m very excited to be a 
part of this program and for the 
rest of the year,” said Edwards.

School set to host 
annual fundraiser
with magazine sales
Connor Bell
Staff Writer

Saskia Edwards

The band plays at the homecoming football game. O’Gorman’s band placed second in Luverne, Brandon 
and Vermillion.
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“I think Mr. Koch did a 
great job this year.”

-Sam Lacasse
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Netflix holds cinematic 
gems; Mud, One Day
make for good viewing

This fall’s featured children’s 
play at O’Gorman is The Magical 
Lamp of Aladdin. 

Most people are familiar with 
the Disney film adaptation of 
Aladdin. However, students can 
expect to see some new twists in 
this version which is set to debut 
on Nov. 21. 

The play follows the journey 
of the charming “street-rat” Alad-
din who falls in love with the 
beautiful Princess Jasmine. Along 
the way Aladdin is joined by his 
loyal monkey companion and a 
genie whom he frees from a magi-
cal lamp. Elaborate costumes and 
sets will aid the actors in build-
ing an imaginative show for all to 
enjoy.

 Although the show is geared 
towards a younger audience, 
long-time children’s play direc-

tor Scott Nelson says, “There is 
always going to be something for 
everyone.” 

Junior Megan Kueter has par-
ticipated in the children’s play in 
the past. “The children’s play is 
finding a perfect balance of hard 
work and fun to create a show 
that will bring a fantasy story to 
life,” says Keuter.  

The student cast will work 
for several weeks after school to 
develop the production into a 
polished performance. 

Although it is the actors that 
bring the characters to life, the 
show would not be possible 
without the efforts of the be-
hind the scenes crews. “I’m truly 
blessed with the tech and cos-
tuming,” says Nelson. 

Their work with the sound 
effects, costumes and sets is es-
sential in making a performance 
engaging. 

The children’s play is also an 

opportunity for the theater stu-
dents to encourage the youth to 
get involved when they come to 
O’Gorman. One of the highlights 
for the cast members is meeting 
with the children after the per-
formance and signing their pro-
grams. 

“The children are the best 
part about being in the play,” says 
senior drama student Sam Max-
well. “We give them an escape 
from the real world and let them 
use their imagination in a live set-
ting.”

The children’s play will be an 
entertaining performance with a 
lot to offer for students, children 
and parents. There will be many 
opportunities for students and 
their families to see the show as 
performances will take place on 
Nov. 21-23 in the Lorang Theater. 
Showings are at 7 p.m. on Friday; 
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Saturday; 
and 2 p.m. on Sunday.

Aladdin takes audience
to whole new world
Grace Wallin
Staff Writer

As the school year begins 
to seem longer, procrastination 
levels become higher. With this, 
people often find themselves 
looking to Netflix as a resort or a 
comfort spot of some sort. 

There comes a time, however, 
when people race through sea-
son nine of How I Met Your Mother, 
binge on Breaking Bad and even-
tually have nowhere else to go. 
Amongst the failed indie films 
and low-budget Sci-Fi movies, 
there are a few hidden gems on 
Netflix. 

If one is looking for a sappy 
romance movie, One Day is a 
great choice. Starring Anne Ha-
thaway and Jim Sturgess, this 
romance-drama sends the viewer 
on a roller coaster of emotions. 
The story is about Emma Morley 
(Hathaway) and Dexter Mayhew 
(Sturgess) who meet on July 15 

after their graduation and agree 
to stay friends. Morley and May-
hew meet up every year after that 
for 23 years on July 15 (hence the 
title) to reconnect. This movie, 
as heart-warming as it is heart-
wrenching, makes for a great Sat-
urday night movie.  

For those that are searching 
for a great drama-thriller, Mud 
will surely not disappoint. Best 
Actor winner at the 2014 Oscars, 
Matthew McConaughey  stars in 
this adventure film. Dealing with 
a man named Mud who hides on 
an island with dark secrets and 
only two teenage boys to confide 
in, this movie is sure to captivate 
its audience.

“Among the failed indie 
films and low-budget 

Sci-Fi movies, there are 
a few hidden gems 

on Netflix.”
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Photo Survey
“To what magazine 

are you subscribing?”

“A parenting magazine, 
because I have 
a lot to learn.”

“Men’s Fitness, because 
I want to get ripped.”

“Teen Vogue, 
because I like it.”

“National Geographic, 
that’s what I read in my 

free time.”

“Time Magazine, it’s my 
favorite magazine.”

- Adam Tarnasky- Mrs. Hofflander

- Grace Prouse - T.J. Scheaffer

- Deja Vu

True Blue...Again

Cold                                                     

Thanksgiving

House of Cards

Combat boots

Basketball

A to Z

Magazine Sales

Salt

Maze Runner

Warmth

Halloween

Breaking Bad

Uggs

Soccer

How I Met Your Mother

Celebrate My Drive

Sass

Divergent

In Out&

Abby Baka

Abby Baka
Entertainment Editor

It’s easy for a bunch of cynical 
high school students to complain 
about their school, but as we ap-
proach Thanksgiving it’s time to 
step back and be grateful for the 
fact that we have the opportunity 
to attend a high school that has 
been named a National Blue Rib-
bon School thrice. 

I know it’s been overplayed, 
and we are all ready to move on 
from the celebrations, but before 
you roll your eyes at me, put aside 
the sarcasm and think about 
what a true privilege it is to at-
tend O’Gorman. 

Despite our numerous, of-
ten petty complaints, we have 
to admit that O’Gorman is do-
ing something right. Our entire 
building (yes, even the band and 
choir rooms!) is now air condi-
tioned, our performing arts cen-
ter is unparalleled and our test 

scores are significantly above the 
national average. Mr. Groos must 
be doing something worthwhile 
in that office of his, because no 

one becomes a Blue Ribbon prin-
cipal by watching ESPN all day. 

And the “Blue Ribbon com-
munity rally” wasn’t entirely 
unbearable. Despite the cheesy 
decorative plants and insensitive 
Nazi jokes, it was a nice excuse to 
have a shortened class schedule, 

and the t-shirts were very soft. 
O’Gorman really does go 

above and beyond in creating an 
academically excellent learning 
community, and the students and 
staff deserve to be recognized for 
what we do. I, for one, am very 
grateful for the opportunity to at-
tend this school, even if it means  
that I own more khakis than blue 
jeans. 

If celebrating the school’s ac-
complishments means cupcakes, 
balloon releases, free t-shirts and 
extra open campus privileges, 
then I will not complain about 
the extreme extent of our festivi-
ties. 

This Thanksgiving I am ex-
tremely grateful that my parents 
“had faith in their child’s educa-
tion.” I may not tell them that 
enough, but they usually read my 
articles, so they’ll find out.  

And, really, our ACT scores 
are pretty fantastic. 
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